
Prelude If Thou Art Near                                                                                            Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Hymn at tHe Procession When morning guilds the skies                                                                 Hymn 427
Tune: Laudes Domini

 
tHe oPening acclamation

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise Benedictus es, Domine                                                                                               Hymn S236

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
 you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
 on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
 in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

tHe collect of tHe day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.   Amen.

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sunday, September 24, 2023
10:30 in the morning
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first reading                                                                                                     Jonah 3:10-4:11
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right 
for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city. The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When 
the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry 
enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did 
not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

antiPHon Organ, Choir, All

Psalm tone

The congregation alternates with the choir, singing the text in bold
Psalm 145:1-8 Exaltabo te, Deus

1 I will exalt you, O [God] my King, *
and bless your Name for-[ever] and ever.
2     Every day [will] I bless you *
        and praise your Name for-[ever] and ever.
3 Great is the Lord and greatly [to] be praised; *
there is no [end to] his greatness.
4     One generation shall praise your [works to] another *
        and shall de-[clare] your power.

Antiphon

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor [of] your majesty *
and all your [marv]-’lous works.

129

ProPer 18 ~ year a
PsaLm 119:33-40

33 Teach me O Lord the [way of ] your statutes,*
 and I shall keep it [to] the end.
34  Give me understanding, … and I shall [keep] your law;*
  I shall keep it with [all] my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of [your] commandments,*
 for that is [my] desire.
36  Incline my heart to [your] decrees*
  and not to [un]-just gain. 

Antiphon

37 Turn my eyes from watching [what] is worthless;*
 give me [life in] your ways.
38  Fulfill your promise [to] your servant,*
  which you make to [those] who fear you.
39 Turn away the re-[proach which] I dread,*
 because your [judgments] are good.
40  Behold I long for [your] commandments;*
  in your righteousness pre-[serve] my life. 

Antiphon

        

tone: nun danket aLLe gott

continued on next page
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6     They shall speak of the might of your [won]-drous acts, *
        and I will [tell of] your greatness.
7 They shall publish the remembrance of [your] great goodness; *
they shall sing of your [right]-eous deeds.
8     The Lord is gracious and [full of] compassion, *
        slow to anger, . . .  and of [great] kindness.

Antiphon

second reading                                                                                                         Philippians 1:21-30
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when 
I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that 
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

sequence Hymn Eternal Ruler of the ceasless round                                                                            Hymn 617 
Tune: Song 1 

tHe gosPel Matthew 20:1-16
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why 
are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now 
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 
to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Children ages four through seven are invited to attend Wiggle Worship. Children who would like to attend Wiggle Worship may 
follow the Children’s cross to the Children’s worship space. Children who attend Wiggle Worship will return to the Nave during the 

Peace.

tHe sermon                                                      The Reverend Amanda Watson, Assistant Rector for Community Life

Following the sermon, all stand for
tHe nicene creed 

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father,
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

tHe Prayers of tHe PeoPle

A Deacon or Priest says

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
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For those in positions of public trust; and for this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in the Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died; that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.

tHe confession of sin
Deacon

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for
tHe Peace

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

tHe Holy communion

offertory sentence
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offertory antHem Our Ancient Adam                                              Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)   

Our ancient Adam, weaken, bring new life to our race; 
Submerge us in your mercy, arouse us by your grace; 
So here from earth, returning our thoughts and every yearning 
To you; our souls, embrace.

Hymn at tHe Presentation For the fruit of all creation                    Sung to the Familiar Tune: Ar Hyd y Nos 
 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.  
For his gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.  
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,  
future needs in earth’s safe keeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 
In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done.

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Celebrant        All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People              And of thine own have we given thee.

tHe great tHanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is said
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

tHe sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord S 114
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The People stand or kneel as they are able
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
Celebrant             Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People                 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant proceeds
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
    you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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fraction antHem Agnus Dei                                                                                                                S 158

distribution of communion 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you are not baptized, you may come forward to receive a blessing 
by folding your arms over your chest. Gluten-free hosts are available upon request. If you are interested in being baptized, please 
speak to one of the clergy after the service.
Communion will be distributed at two stations: at the altar rail and in front of the pulpit. If you do not wish to receive wine, 
please cross your arms over your chest when the chalice comes by. Please follow the instructions of the ushers as you wait to 
receive Communion.

communion meditation                                                                                                                   
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music during communion 
For the bread which you have broken                                                                                                                                 Hymn 341 
                                                                                                                                           Tune: Omni die 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                                                                                                                 Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

God Be in My Head                                                                                                                               Sydney H. Nicholson (1875-1947) 
                                                                                                                                          

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve 
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Commissioning of Eucharistic Visitors may be said.
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth, bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are 
many are one Body because we all share one bread and one cup.

The Celebrant blesses the People
All stand and sing 

Hymn at tHe Procession Come, labor on  Hymn 541
Tune: Ora Labora

Welcome & announcements

tHe dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

 Thanks be to God.

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary                                                                                                 Thomas Pavlechko
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Preacher -  The Rev. Amanda Watson, Assistant Rector for Community Life
Celebrant - The Rev. David Romanik, Rector 

Deacon - The Rev. Dr. Russell Dickerson, Deacon
Organist - Choirmaster - Thomas Pavlechko

Verger - Don Roberts
Music - Heavenly Rest Adult Choir

Lay Ministers - Lori Walton, Letha Morris, John Walton
Acolytes - Tom Haney, Caroline Haney, Margo Reed, Olivia Cabes

Livestream- Bill Young, Caleb Queen
Sound - Yvonne Batts

Altar Guild - Connie Collier, Katherine Chalon, Norene Mansell, Jennifer Nichols, Mary Reyes
Greeters & Ushers - Harry Hurt, Tom Watson, Penn Eichorn, Darryl Tippens
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The Reverend David F. Romanik, Rector
The Reverend Corrie Cabes, Associate Rector

The Reverend Amanda Watson, Assistant Rector for Community Life
The Reverend Dr. Doug Thomas, Priest in Residence

The Reverend Karen Boyd, Deacon
The Reverend Dr. Russell Dickerson, Deacon

                                      Bikole Mulanda, Swahili Minister
Thomas Pavlechko, Organist and Director of Music

Shelly Reed, Children’s Music Assistant

Carol Ann Weston, Director of Family Ministries 
Luke Mendez, Coordinator for Youth and Children’s Ministry
Steve Gibbs, Parish Coordinator
LeighAnna Morris, Parish Accountant
Austin Hackel, Communications Coordinator
Robert Becerra, Sexton 
Adrian Smith, Assistant Sexton
Dorothy Guerra, Housekeeper
Anne Jones, Nursery Manager 

602 Meander Street
Abilene, Texas 79602

Website: heavenlyrestabilene.org

Phone: (325) 677-2091
Email: info@heavenlyrestabilene.org
Social media: @heavenlyrestabilene

vestry and aPPointed officers

Annabel House, Senior Warden; Harry Hurt, Junior Warden; Debbie Sherman, Secretary; Connie Collier, Sarah Ferguson, 
Lisa Goolsby, Kate Haney, Jay Hardaway, Norene Mansell, John Nichols, Robert Peterson, Darryl Tippens 

Elizabeth Niblo Wallace, Chancellor; and Sam Cutbirth, Treasurer
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