
Easter Day - Holy Eucharist Rite II
Sunday, April 5, 2026
10:30 in the morning
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Harp Prelude

Organ Prelude Fanfare                                                                Nicolas Jacques Lemmens (1823 – 1881)
										                          
Hymn at the Procession Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!                                                         Hymn 207

 Tune: Easter Hymn
The Opening Acclamation

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Bishop
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise This is the feast of victory                                                                                              Hymn 417
Tune: Festival Canticle

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by 
his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to 
sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

First Reading 			                        	                                                                             Jeremiah 31:1-6
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.
At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people. Thus says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Again I will build you, and 
you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the 
dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the 
planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in 
the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Flowering of the Cross
Members of the congregation are invited to place flowers in the cross at the front of the church. 

Gradual Hymn Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain                                                          Hymn 204
Tune: Noël Nouvelet

Second Reading 			                        	                                                             	          Colossians 3:1-4
A reading from the Letter to the Colossians.
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sequence Hymn He is risen, he is risen!                                                                                           Hymn 180
Tune: Unser Herrscher

The Gospel� John 20:1-18
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gar-
dener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Fa-
ther, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	                                                                                             The Reverend David F. Romanik, Rector

Following the sermon, all stand for
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father,
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence

Offertory Anthem Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah	                   George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His 
Christ; And He shall reign for ever and ever, King of kings, and Lord of lords. Hallelujah!

Hymn at the Presentation Awake, arise, lift up your voice                                                            Hymn 212
Tune: Richmond

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D

The Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
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Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to 
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

The Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord� S 125

The People stand or kneel as they are able
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, 
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”
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Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Prayers for the Church and the world may be added here. 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with you in 
ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer 											                  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
The Fraction Anthem                                                                                                                                                S 155

The Celebrant proceeds
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for   you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Distribution of Communion 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you are not baptized, you may come forward to receive a blessing 
by folding your arms over your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please speak to one of the clergy after the service.
Communion will be distributed at two stations: at the altar rail and in front of the pulpit. If you do not wish to receive wine, 
please cross your arms over your chest when the chalice comes by. Please follow the instructions of the ushers as you wait to 
receive Communion. 

Communion Hymns 
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing                                                                                                                 Hymn 174

Tune: Salzburg

That Easter day with joy was bright                                                                                                    Hymn 193
Tune: Puer nobis

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop blesses the People with the following words
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
The maker of heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.
From this time forth and for evermore.

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of 
his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

All stand and sing
Hymn in Procession The day of resurrection!�  Hymn 210

Tune: Ellacombe
The Dismissal
	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Toccata from Symphony No. 5                                                  Charles-Marie Widor (1844 – 1937)
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The Reverend David F. Romanik, Rector
The Reverend Ashley Powers, Associate Rector

The Reverend Amanda Watson, Assistant Rector for Community Life
The Reverend Karen Boyd, Assisting Priest

The Reverend Dr. Doug Thomas, Priest in Residence
The Reverend Dr. Russell Dickerson, Deacon

The Reverend Joe Biles, Curate and Pastoral Assistant
	                                      Bikole Mulanda, Swahili Minister

Luke Teten, Verger

Carol Ann Weston, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Thomas Pavlechko, Organist and Director of Music
Elizabeth Knauer, Music Assistant, Choristers
Laura Dickson, Music Assistant, Children’s Choir
Jen Rogers, Director of Communications and Stewardship
Lydia Hurt, Parish Manager 
Brenda Fisher, Parish Accountant
Robert Becerra, Sexton
Dorothy Guerra, Housekeeper
Anne Jones, Nursery Manager 

602 Meander Street
Abilene, Texas 79602

Website: heavenlyrestabilene.org

Phone: (325) 677-2091
Email: info@heavenlyrestabilene.org
Social media: @heavenlyrestabilene

Vestry and Appointed Officers

Kate Haney, Senior Warden; Dru Hall, Junior Warden; Sharon Lawler, Secretary; Kimberly Brumley, David Christianson, Michael 
Christie, Dru Hall, Dan Harbaugh, Gretchen Henson, Jay Moore, Dustin Rainwater, Mary Reyes, Diane Stearns, 

Elizabeth Niblo Wallace, Chancellor; and Patrick Lewis, Treasurer

Clergy and Staff

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Bishop - The Right Reverend J. Scott Mayer, Bishop of Northwest Texas

Celebrant - The Rev. Ashley Powers, Associate Rector
Preacher - The Rev. David Romanik, Rector

Deacon - The Rev. Dr. Russell Dickerson, Deacon
Assisting - The Rev. Karen Boyd, Assisting Priest

Organist & Choirmaster - Thomas Pavlechko
Music - Heavenly Rest Adult Choir, Bell Choir & Choristers, Beth Knauer, Music Assistant, Choristers,  Alison Reed, Harp, 

Susie Rockett, Oboe, Kristen Ward, Clarinet, Harry Hurt, Bass, Dan Harbaugh, Timpani
Lay Ministers - Steven Ward, Mitch Krane, Kristin Ward 

Verger - Luke Teten
Acolytes - Parker Morris, Brooks Morris, Laney Morris, Margo Reed, Amelia Rockett

Livestream - David Christianson, Karis Maxwell, Bill Young
Sound - Nick Kloster

Altar Guild - Kathy Balch, Dixie Bassett, Cindy McCarty, Karen Rose, Jeannie Young
Greeters & Ushers - Robert Peterson, Michael Christie, Darryl Tippens, C.V. Dickson


